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Calendar of Events:  Click the link below to go directly to the club’s website calendar: 

https://www.monroeboatclub.org/events 

Commodore – Tony Schippa 

Dear Members, 

Is Spring arriving early this year?  Only 26 more days 

until it is officially here, according to the calendar!   
Maybe we can all get our boats in early!    Lady Denise 

and I extend our gratitude to everyone who contributed to making 
this year’s AYC room a success. The MBC theme was a hit, 
evidenced by the buzz surrounding the room, the club shirts, and the 
exceptional food.   The weekend was a blast as always! 

Mark your calendars for the Monroe Boat Club’s Ball on April 27th, 
to be held at The Grecian Center in Southgate.  More information 
about room availability at the Holiday Inn Express (with shuttle to and 
from venue) to come.  We hope this venue will attract many of our 
members to join in this celebration, demonstrating our deep care for 
our Club.  Speaking of Commodore Balls, Lady Denise and I recently 
attended Balls for Elba-Mar Boat Club and Sunseekers Boat Club 
with many more to go. 

Trish Soto is currently updating the 2024 Membership Directory. She 

kindly requests everyone to log into the MBC website and update 
their contact information. Alternatively, you can email any changes 
to her at electrisha@msn.com. 

With the onset of warmer weather, we can commence our club 
projects scheduled for this year. It’s a great opportunity to fulfill those 
work hours before the boating season kicks off. V/C Dave will be 
hosting a regatta meeting this month. The major change to this year's 
regatta is that the Commodore's Reception will take place on Friday 
night, July 19th at 7:00 pm. This adjustment is due to the three 
regattas scheduled for that same weekend in July. 

Last month, we enjoyed some exciting events including "Name That 
Tune," the Super Bowl, and the MBC-A's second event hosted by the 
National Museum of the Great Lakes - "LOST ON LAKE ERIE: 
MARQUETTE AND BESSEMER NO.2." Stay tuned for more 
upcoming events in the near future. 

One of the highlights of the year for me is dock assignment day. It 
approached fast on March 3rd..   It’s always a joyous occasion 
witnessing members receiving their first slip or finally securing a long-
awaited one. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Club. 

Vice Commodore – Dave Volker 

Congratulations to our Power Fleet Captain and P/C 

Carl Butler for putting on a wonderful AYC room this 
year.  People were saying nothing but great things 
about our room.  I WANT MY MBC.   Wonderful family 
night put on by our outstanding Auxiliary.   

Things will be rolling here pretty quick for our regatta this year July 

19th and 20th.  Be on the lookout for the first meeting.  Anybody can 
help, if you would like to manage the event, please give me a call.  A 
lot of help is needed for this major event.  

Since the warm weather is rolling in, we will be getting more things 
done around our club.  Attic cleaning and organizing is my main 
concern right now.  An email and FB will be letting people know when 

it is.  The new Camera security system is moving forward. Hope to 
have it done it the next month or so.   New door stops installed, 
thanks to our dock master Aaron Goldsmith.   

If you see things that need to be repaired or replaced, please don’t 

hesitate to contact me.  If you would like to repair them yourself that 
would be great.  Please contact me prior to repairs so I know that it 
is being taken care of.  Money will be reimbursed, and work hours 
are there also.  Please do not move, rearrange or take anything from 
the club without contacting a current board member that takes care 
of that area. We all want to make the club better but you may think 
your doing something good, but it may be already in motion of being 
handled.     

https://www.monroeboatclub.org/events
mailto:electrisha@msn.com
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Looking forward to this years boating season.  It’s time to “Havin 
More Fun”! 

 

Rear Commodore – Carl Laura 

Hello everybody. March is here, spring is only a couple 
weeks away and it won’t be long when the flowers will 
be peeking through the ground. I’m hearing members 
are already working on their boats and getting them 
ready, which is pretty exciting. I want to thank 

everybody that helped with Name That Tune, and Dave Volker for 
the spaghetti dinners. He has some of the best spaghetti sauce I’ve 
ever had! 

It’s nice to see people coming in for lunch and enjoying their favorite 

drink. 

The Monroe Health Department makes regular inspections of the bar 
and the bar kitchen, and we passed flying colors! The bartenders are 
deep cleaning several areas of the kitchen, walk in cooler,  and the 
bar. I really need to thank people who help keep the food rotated and 

marked,  and also Kim Fuller and Jody Thatcher who make soups 
and lunches for the bar.  Carol Smith keeps the auto fryer clean.   
Wendy Campbell makes some wonderful soups for everyone. 

There will be some small changes to the drink prices. All of our 

utilities and licenses for the year keep going up in price, and you 
know that food prices getting out of sight. There will need to be 
changes in food prices but none of them will be extreme; it will still 
be very reasonable  compared to other places as it always has been. 

I’m looking at March 29th to bring back another Martini Night. I hope 

to see a lot of people here, and I am working on entertainment for 
that night. 

And as the weather warms, I would like to start Sunday Fun Days 

again with music outside. And again, I appreciate all the support I 
have received from the members.  Thank you so much. 

Power Fleet Capt. – Russ Moore 

Hello March! 

Winter is just about behind us now and can’t wait for 

boating season… 

What a great time we all had at the AYC Ball this past 
month.   Our MTV (MBC) room came out great.  We have so many 
people to thank for helping and contributing their time and creative 
decorating skills.   We couldn’t have accomplished this without all of 

you! And a special shout out to our ladies auxilary for the amazing 
food donations.   We clearly had the best food and bar for sure!! We 
are looking forward to getting a group together soon to do some 
burgee stealing so stay tuned.  

I am In charge of burger month in March and could use some help if 

anyone is interested or needs work hours .  

Spring ahead!  Our days are starting to get longer. 

Sail Fleet Capt. – Andrew Devenish 

Hello and greetings, and I hope this publication finds 
you well. As I write we are coming off of an 
unseasonably warm week that hopefully has everyone 
thinking about projects that need to be completed on 
the boats. In just a few more weeks we will be starting 

those projects and getting ready for this year’s launching as spring 
and the boating season is just around the corner. 

This is a quiet time for sail fleet activities, but we are busy preparing 
for the 2024 summer racing season both for our club and for the other 
local events. A major event for 2024 is the 100th running of the Mills 
Trophy Race – organized by Toledo yacht Club and to be held 
starting on Friday June 7th.  It’s a popular race that runs through the 
night, arriving to South Bass Island early Saturday morning – how 
early depending mainly on the cooperation of the wind.   Several of 
our members will be participating in the race - and also the 
celebrations  that accompany the trophy awards.  Monroe Boat Club 
is helping make the 100th running special by supporting the event 

Century Club plaque, and will also be represented on banners at the 
post race activities. We expect this will help significantly in raising 
awareness and participation for our Sister’s Race later in the month. 

Outside of racing, we are always interested to include new 

participants in our sail fleet, and this year we will be holding an adult 
sailing program to introduce adults to sailing and provide some 
insight to how the boat works, and experience on the water. If you 
have any questions, please contact the event chair Jim Grant. 

In a similar vein, it is now time to sign-up for the Junior Sailing 

program and information for this year’s Eric Peterson Junior Sailor 
scholarships is now available at the club. If you have a junior sailor 
between 8 and 18 interested in the program, please complete the 
application and turn it in at the club. If you have any questions, please 
contact Roger Dutton. 

Our next Sail Fleet meeting will be held on Thursday, March 21st @ 
7:00 PM. See you at the club! 

Dock Master – Aaron Goldsmith 

Hello MBC Members, 

As a new Dock Master I was blessed with easy winter, 
I believe the bubblers were only on for two weeks. As 
I write this letter there are only 24 days until spring, 

with that said the down payment and Y dock contract are taken care 
of. The contractor said due to the ice in January he will be a couple 
weeks behind what he originally thought his start date would be.  
Now he will be starting late March/ early April still having his portion 
completed by May 1st.  That will require some much needed help to 
get the decking on the new sections as soon as he’s completed. 

I received and deposited all the dock dues for 2024 with the 

exception of dock assignment day and re-rents, which will be 
happing soon.  We will need to have a dock work detail in May to pull 
the bubblers, reinstall the ladders, inspect the throw rings and 
replace any composite decking. The Dock Committee will inspect the 
docks and make a list of needed repairs in April.  This is a great way 
to earn those work hours. Come out and help us keep our club clean 
and beautiful.  

Thank you to all that have reached out and help me get through this 

new adventure and kindly offered their wealth of knowledge. 
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Auxiliary – Tara Goldsmith 

Spring is in sight, only a couple more weeks! It was a 

busy February for the Auxiliary. Family Game Night 
went wonderfully and it was great to see so many 
smiling faces having a great time. Olga Collino did a 
fantastic job as chair of this event. We also had the 

AYC Ball weekend. Thank you to everyone that donated food and 
their time for the event. We had a lot of complements on our “spread”. 
The Moores, Butlers and crew did an incredible job with the room. A 
few dates coming up to keep in mind: March 24th is our Children’s 
Easter party. We are still looking for a chair as well as help with the 

event. If you are interested please contact me. We do already have 
the Easter Bunny lined up. The Memorial Day breakfast is also fast 
approaching. We don’t currently have anyone volunteering to chair. 
The board needs to be outside for the service so we need someone 
to chair that isn’t a board member. The Auxiliary Meet and Greet will 
take place April 13th. We are also looking for a couple chairs for this 
event as well, along with help-- decorating, food, drinks, set up and 
tear down etc. Our next meeting is March 11th 6:30 Board, 7:00 
General. Please join us. This will be an important one, we will discuss 
the proposed by-law changes and decide our vote I will then take to 
the meeting on March 26th.

MBC-A (501c3) Update – David Ryan 
The Monroe Boat Club’s 501c3 organization is called 
the MBC Association. By virtue of your club 
membership, all members and their significant others 
are Associates of this charitable organization. MBC-A 
funds, organizes and administers educational 
programs that have member, non-member, local 

schools and community involvement. 

The Mission Statement of MBC-A is:  To provide educational 
opportunities for fostering a sustainable boating and clean water 
harbor community, enhancing and protecting natural surroundings, 
and providing programs and projects that build environmental 
stewardship in youth and adults. 

Continuing Winter Seminar Series at MBC! 

Saturday Feb 17th was the second of 4 monthly National Museum of 
the Great Lakes Winter Seminars held at MBC. 

Ellen Kennedy, Director of Museum Operations, captured the 
mystery of a large train-car ferry sinking near Conneaut Ohio during 
a December 50-knot gale in 2009, with no witnesses and none of the 
30-38 people aboard ever found alive. 

All programs are at 3:30pm: A great way to spend a Saturday 
afternoon! 

March 16:  

•  A Grateful Nation Thanks You: The US Coast Guard 
Temporary Reserve on the Great Lakes in WWII. 

A highlight of how the Great Lakes were protected during World War 
II by the use of sailors in the Coast Guard Temporary Reserve. 

April 20: 

•  The Archaeology of the Battle of Lake Erie and the War of 1812 

Take a look at the history of the Battle and the work that National 
Museum of the Great Lakes is doing to attempt to identify the 
battlefield.  We will also look at other War of 1812 naval 
archaeological sites around the Great Lakes. 

Every seminar is totally free for MBC members, members of other 
clubs and the general public is also invited at no cost.  Invite your 
friends and prospective new members for a fun afternoon! 

Free Hot Chocolate, coffee and light snacks are provided; MBC 
Association is funding all costs associated with this program. 

MBC-A Earns the Platinum Seal for 2024    

The world’s largest source of nonprofit information is the 
GuidStar/Candid firm www.guidestar.org with over 1.8 million IRS 
nonprofits in their database.  MBC-A is proud to announce we have 
received the “Platinum Seal” of transparency for our organization, 
operations, metrics and accounting.   

MBC-A’s Guidestar/Candid profile is:  MBC-A on GuideStar 

MBC-A Passes State of Michigan Audit!! 

MBC-A is licensed by the Michigan Gaming Commission to manage 
poker nights at various bowling alleys and American Legion halls.  
We earn much of our operating funds from these long, but fun 
weekends. We generally operate two events a year out of a 
maximum 4 allowed by the state, as it is hard to find volunteers 
during the spring/summer/fall when MBC members are busy with the 
boating season. 

The Michigan Gaming Control Board requires that all funds earned 
through the poker nights be deposited into a separate checking 
account, and these funds can only be spent and used for purposes 
directly related to the mission statement of MBC-A. 

At the end of December, we were selected for an audit of our 
Charitable Gaming Account including every check written, 
supporting receipts and every page of reporting documentation for 
each day of the poker events during 2023.   Mr. Bill Grefka, 
Regulation Officer with the Licensing & Investigation Section of the 
Michigan Gaming Control Board inspected the MBC-A accounts for 
nearly a month, concluding the audit on Jan 30, 2024. 

MBC-A is happy to report to the Monroe Boat Club membership that 
Mr. Grefka was pleased with the accounting practices of MBC-
Association, all of our licenses are in good standing and we are 
continuing to utilize the Michigan Charitable Gaming system for 
producing revenue.   

A Big Thank You (and sigh of relief) to Don Blouin and MBC-A 
Treasurer Chuck Kressbach for compiling the documentation 
necessary for the audit. 

https://www.guidestar.org/profile/shared/c03f6d30-36f7-4045-9ecd-85be4f28e984


MBC Harbor Light  March 2024 

 Page 4  

Welcome New Members 
 

  

Emily Davison Matthew Quam Tammy Snyder 

Robert Page Todd Chinavare Jeff Dionne 
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Items of Interest 
 

MBC-A Programs for 2024 
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Seminar at MBC 

Winter Seminar Series at MBC 

Saturday March 16, 3:30pm 
 

The National Museum of the Great Lakes presents: 

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS YOU:  

THE US COAST GUARD TEMPORARY RESERVE ON THE GREAT LAKES IN 

WWII 
 

Stop into MBC for a one-hour highlight of how the Great Lakes were protected during 

World War II by the use of sailors in the Coast Guard Temporary Reserve. 

**No charge for MBC, I-LYA/AYC Members, Guests and Public** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Month: 
April 20 – The Archeology of the Battle of Lake Erie and the War of 1812   

 

Brought to you by MBC Association 
Monroe Boat Club 7932 N. Harbor Drive Monroe, MI 48161 

 



MBC Harbor Light  March 2024 

 Page 7  

MBC Kid’s Sailing Class 

     

WANTED: MONROE BOAT CLUB KIDS!! 
Er ik Peterson Junior  Scholarship Applications available online, March 2024 at: 

www.monroeboa tc lub .org   

Apply March 1st through March 31, 2024. 

 

 
 

The  Sa iling Flee t is  offe ring opportunities  for youth in lea rning and/or de ve loping sa iling 

skills , inc lud ing  s cho la rs h ips  to  North  Cape  Yach t Club  SAIL CAMP.  

 

Sa il Camp cons is ts  of one  wee k of da ily certified ins truction this  summer, 

From Beginner to Advanced skill leve ls , aboard 1-person “Optimis t” dinghy or 2-pe rson 

“Club Flying Junior (CFJ)” 

OPEN TO ALL KIDS AGE 8 through18!  Mus t be  able  to swim 

 

This  opportunity is  be ing e xtended to children, grandchildren, and nieces /nephews of 

Monroe  Boa t Club members . 

 

Que s tions  ???   Contact: P /C Rodger Dutton (734) 773-6539 
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Shrink Wrap Recycling 
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Letter from P/C Carl Butler 

 

A note of thanks 

 

 

Deana and I would like to thank all those who helped on the AYC room this year. Huge shout out to Russ and Lori 

Moore for chairing the room and seeing it through to the end. Thank you for the use of your barn to build the room and 

all of the set-up and Bartending/food tending for the weekend. 

 

We had a great room that looked amazing and represented MBC in fine fashion. Thank you to all that came to the event 

and helped in whatever way you could. We were so very pleased to our members attending this event, and looking so 

AWESOME in our club shirts!! Thank you, Shawna Powell, for getting those done and collaborating with Tara 

Goldsmith on the design. We truly have a great membership. 

 

Thanks to Chuck and Jody Thatcher for the use of their trailer. This made transporting everything much easier. 

 

I would also like to thank the MBC Auxiliary for their food donations. Your support for the club is unwavering. So 

many good things come from the auxiliary, and it is always a pleasure to work with you all. Our room had a constant 

flow of visitors simply because we had the BEST food. Thank you so much for your help. 

 

 

P/C Carl Butler 
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Photos 
 

  

MBC 2/10/24 (left) vs. 2/10/19 (right).  
What a difference! 

Ellen Kennedy, Director of Museum Operations at the 
National Museum of the Great Lakes visits Monroe Boat 

Club for the second Winter Lecture Series.  
See the next one Saturday March 16 at 3:30p discussing 
the Coast Guard Temporary Reserve on the Great Lakes.  

All free, courtesy of MBC-Association. 
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Congratulations to the MBC team building a fantastic M-TV themed room at the AYC Ball Feb 16-17. The 
effort was led by Power Fleet Captain  Russ and Lori Moore, and P/C Carl Butler and Lady Deana.  Major 

help was provided by Dock Master Aaron and Tara Goldsmith and VC Dave Volker. 
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Directory of Officers, Board, etc. 
 

FLAG OFFICERS for 2024 
  

  Commodore...........................................................Tony Schippa 

tonyschippasellshomes@gmail.com (734) 637-8221 

  Vice Commodore…........................   .......................Dave Volker 

volkerdave@yahoo.com (734) 735-7831 

  Rear Commodore..........................................Carl Laura 

c-mauto@hotmail.com (231) 313-3816 

  Power Fleet Captain................................................Russ Moore 

loriratz@charter.net (734) 770-9105 

   Sail Fleet Captain….......................................Andrew Devenish 

gt6racer@msn.com (734) 598-0614 

  Financial Secretary …………………….…….…...…..Trish Soto 
Treasurer.........................................................Lance Piedmonte 
Secretary..................................................... .. P/C Fred Hoitash 
Dock Master…..................................................Aaron Goldsmith 

  Yard Master…………………………..…..……..…P/C Dave Ryan 
  By-law Chair………………………………..…P/C Rodger Dutton 
  Membership Chair....................................................Nick Pinotti 
  Historian…………………...….Charlotte Neuhauser/Rob Adkins 
  Obituaries.... ...Jim Brzuchalski-OH / P/C James Kozlowski -MI 
  Parliamentarian ............... ..... .........................Lance Piedmonte 
  Chaplain..................................Fr. Darin Robert / John Peterson 
  
  
  

BOARD of DIRECTORS 
P/C Carl Butler - P/C John Peterson 

P/C Dave Ryan – Dustin Diehl 
 

BLUE GAVEL OFFICERS 

 President.........................................   .......... P/C Mike Powers 
 Vice President…………… ……................... P/C Dan Thomas 
 Secretary……………………………................P/C Fred Hoitash 
 Treasurer ….....................................................P/C Duke Finch 
 Chaplin........................................................P/C John Peterson 
 Delegates…………………………..………… ….P/C Ric Murray 
                                                      P/C Jim Kozlowski 

AUXILIARY OFFICERS 

President………………...……............................Tara Goldsmith 
Vice Pres….........................................................Sharon Bagley 
Secretary …....................................................Jenny Francisco 
Treasurer................................................................Olga Collino 

SATIN GAVEL OFFICERS 

President…………………………….....….………….Linda Lamb 
Vice-President……...........................................Shawna Powell 
Secretary…………….................................................Kim Fuller 
Treasurer……………....................................P/C Kathy Powers 
  

FIND MBC ON FACEBOOK! 
  

  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Comm. Tony Schippa - P/C Carl Butler 

P/C Ron Soto - Fabrizio Biundo 
Tom Snarey - P/C Dan Thomas - Fred Lemerand 

  
AYC DELEGATES: Russ Moore 

Dave Volker 

Tony Schippa 

 

AYC ALTERNATES: P/C Dan Thomas 

 P/C Rodger Dutton 

 I-LYA DELEGATE: Andrew Devenish 

  
Roster & E-mail address changes.............Lance Piedmonte 

lance@piedmonte.com 
______________________________________________ 

NEWSLETTER “HARBOR LIGHT” 
 Editor................................................................Randy Treece 

randy.treece@icloud.com 
  

DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION  
20th of each month 

_______________________________________________ 

Monroe Boat Club website……..……….monroeboatclub.org  

MBC-A (501c3) website 

https://www.monroeboatclub.org/MBC-A-Home 

Webmaster.........................................................Ken Naszradi 

knaszradi@yahoo.com 

 

  

mailto:tonyschippasellshomes@gmail.com
mailto:volkerdave@yahoo.com
mailto:c-mauto@hotmail.com
mailto:loriratz@charter.net
mailto:gt6racer@msn.com
mailto:lance@piedmonte.com
mailto:randy.treece@icloud.com
http://www.monroeboatclub.org/
https://www.monroeboatclub.org/MBC-A-Home
mailto:knaszradi@yahoo.com
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MBC Classified Ads 

CLASSIFIED 
 

 

 
 

Summer Storage Season 

Jun 1- Nov 1 

Winter Storage Season 

Oct 1 - Jun 1 

Contact Yard Master 

Dave Ryan 

(419)-260-9578 – dryan@bex.net 

For Sale: Brand New Dry Suit & Trapeze Boots 

Neither were ever used. 

Dry Suit is size Large - $400 

Trapeze Boots are size 11-12 - $50 

If interested contact Hope McEvoy 

586-381-3483 (talk or text) 

Hope0929@aol.com 

For Sale: C&C 33-1 Sailboat. 

Fully equipped.  Dacron and Kevlar sails, Harken 

removable roller furling, GPS, safety equipment, 

fenders and cradle. 

Winter storage and spring launch included. 

$15,000 

Contact David Ryan 419-260-9578 dryan@bex.net 

For Sale: Aqua-cat Catamaran. 

Red, White & Blue sail in great shape. 

12 ft, 6 in. 

$600 OBO 

Contact Jennifer 734-417-8332 (text only) 

For Sale: 1997 SeaRay 21ft 5 in 

1997 Mercruiser 221 HP V8 

Winterized every year, No mechanical issues 

Bottom freshly painted, Includes trailer, boat cover, 

batteries, anchor.  Taken great care of. 

$9,500 OBO 

Call: 734-241-9309 or 734-735-5590 (leave message) 

Mercury Inflatable, Trailer & Motor  

$3,500.00 

270 Sport - 8’ 4” length; 5’ 1” beam 

4-person capacity/992 weight capacity 

Genesis Trailer 

Mercury 5HP 4 stroke motor 

Purchased new in 2020 

Ken – 734-771-0153 

110 ft long Halyard/Mainsheet/Spin Guy. 

Brand New Lanex “Ocean” line. 

12mm (1/2”) Double Braid Polyester Core/Cordura 

cover. Eye Splice in One End 6,736 lbs strength. 

Color: Flecked Bladk & White (looks great) 

$195 

Contact David Ryan 419-260-9578 dryan@bex.net 
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